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Aust. 35c N. Zealand 35c 
S. Africa 25c Canada 50c 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW.. 


BATTLE 


PICTURE fo 
LIBRARY 


No.1033 LANDSLIDE 

No. 1034 JUNGLE PATROL 
No.1035 DESERT LEGION | 
No.1036 TYPHOON FORCE 
No.1037 KILLER AT LARGE 
No.1038 TOUGH COMPANY 
No.1039 ATLANTIC PATROL 
No.1040 BATTLE LEADER 


PACKED 
WITH 
DRAMATIC 
BATTLE 
ACTION! 
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EIGHT GREAT ISSUES EVERY MONTH 
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IN THE GREEN HELL OF THE JUNGLE, WOUNDS CAN BE DANGEROUS 


TO HEAL, QUICK TO POISON AND FESTER 
BLOODSTAINED BANDAGE TO REVEAL THE HURT WITHIN / 


BE MORE DANGEROUS EVEN THAN A WOUND TO HIS BODY, 


The PHANTOM 
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Chapter 1. Footsteps in the Dark 


Ei aa OE : 


; ry -7 fy : Oa ii 
202, MARCH, 1944, SIXTY-TWO MILES | gay g® 7 POE. Co 
SOUTH WEST OF INDAW IN NORTH BURMA, A | ame ' g'. +=08 “TG an 
JAPANESE SUPPLY TRAIN WAS SABOTAGED [RF a 
AND DERAILED BY A CHINDIT COLUMN. Ve 
TUN PAK) ee ic, = : 







SU kN 


(ASS See 





ee 


Pe Ga 


THE CHINDITS SWEPT OUT OF TH 
ENEMY SURVIVORS . FE 


pe rae 


AKE \ 
( OUR LAST JOB a) @& 


. GOOD ONE , 
MEN 7 





: 5 
BUT THIS WAS THE FIFTH TRAIN IN TEN DAYS WHICH THE BRITISH COLUMN HAD 
HIT— AND THE JAPANESE HAD TAKEN COUNTER-MEASURES. naa ra 



























HECK / THERE ARE 

FIGHTING TROOPS ON IT, ~~ 
CAPTAIN— WITH MACHINE: GUNS / 
_HIT THE DUST, MEN 7 


uy Fe OOS CofE al <J 
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THE CHINDIT TECHNIQUE WAS TO HIT AND RUN. PITCHED BATTLES COULD BE FATAL! 
FOR A FORCE THAT HAD NO ARTILLERY SUPPORT AND NO SUPPLY LINES. 


ee. Weim THE JAPS HAVE — NESEY none 
ore emg AID A TRAP FOR US— Way, fae & 
We atis Se AND WEVE SPRUNG IT” hat te MAN 


BACK TO THE JUNGLE,” 











BUT _AS THE CHINDITS MELTED BACK INTO THE JUNGLE ale FRINGED THE _.. 
CUTTING, THEIR COMMANDER STOPPED AN ENEMY BULLET 
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St ph ke ~ 
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os a & < \ 7 
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{ (7 WAN 
a 


I'VE HAD IT, 
AMEN. I-TLL HOLD “oe 
OFF THE JAPS AS LONG (i! 
AS I CAN..- WHILE you \ 
SPLIT UP INTO SMALL -|" 
GROUPS. MAKE YOUR 
WAY BACK TO 
BROADWAY,» 





ME MAJORS DYING FINGER STIFFENED 
ON THE TRIGGER AS LIEUTENANT GLENN 


Y BUT WE CAN'T 
JUST LEAVE YOU, Sarg 





BETWEEN THE SMALL GROUPS OF MEN WHICH HAD BEEN THE CHINDIT COLUMN, AND THE} 
BRITISH AIR SUPPLY BASE AT BROADWAY, LAY NEARLY A HUNDRED MILES 0 Wiz 


TREACHEROUS JUNGLE . ) 1 
ne aN AS - sie 
, 3 “YOU THINK Aare a Tew ks 
WE'LL MAKE IT pry, 
\ BACK TO BROADWAY, , , 
- LIEUTENANT ? _A 
i. "WL Zigyeny m7. E> 
a ViGZ LA THA, iy Ni} - he 
AS LG W LEG) —_ pO 
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“ah 2 
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i! yp = 
Ms: DD 
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ESE MP 
ANESE TROOPS FROM THE WRECKED TRAIN MADE A DETERMINED ATTEMP 
TOCene THE BRITISH BEFORE CONTACT Wes, LOST IN THE JUNGLE. 
= i 7, PS jo —__——_ : 
THE KETO COME / ) | Ys Ld ya EA LSPS Ee 
QUICKLY 7 WWE af AMEA 
ih 4 















AYES “Sie 
HE'LL NOT RUN ye 
( TO WARN HIS £ 


-oBBua 
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PRIVATE DUDLEY'S INSTINCTS WERE IN es WITH JUNGLE WARFARE. ALL THE TIME . 


Lew i Sas ree or ee el, 
, eee. 7 THE JAPS WILL WHAT ABOUT 
>, or ee N a QUARTERING THE \/Tue Swamp, SIR P 









UNGLE FOR US, WEVE } we COULD DUMP THIS 
GOT TO SHAKE THEM Lor IN THE WATER, 


aH ROUGH IT 
OURSELVES. 
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rH SWAMP WATER SOON CLOSED OVER 
THE THREE BODIES, THE MACHINE GUN, 
| pists THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE CHINDIT 






THAT FIRST DAY, : “SEVEN MILES WAS 
COVERED WITHOUT INCIDENT. THE FIRST | 
SCARE CAME AT NI GHTFALL 





@e°e 







h THIS'LL BLOT OUT & 
& OUR TRAIL. 
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PRIVATE CANDERS STARED UNEASILY INTO THE HOT DARKNESS OF THE 
-| SURROUNDING JUNGLE... Os 


| a | 
CANDERS ?_ / Mi CANDY THERE'S 
| ba TWENTY MILES 
/_. T THOUGHT EOF UST 
SO, LIEUTENANT. A 
TWIG CRACKING... 





AT DAWN NEXT MORNING, LIEUTENANT GLENN’S PATROL MOVED ON IN 
HEART. THEY HAD NO CAUSE TQ WORRY. «+ OR SO THEY THOUGHT... 


aii EECA S/ fos tan WELL DO TH 
V4 Lane pe Ok ean) BUT 
, = wupeey KEEP YOUR Noy. age 

' ft eel ) | e 





FOLLOWING US, 
\ THEY’D HAVE 
2 JUMPED US IN | 
THE NIGHT.: 


if 


THE SECOND SCARE CAME NEXT DAY, AND THIS TIME IT WAS THE TOUGH LITTLE 
WELSH PRIVATE WHOSE EARS CAUGHT THE FAINT SOUND <: ——ee 
Wd , We re OT fe A. itz a ps, EES VS 


y ft i SSS = ; . ~ = ie Pees - =. iz ' 
% | | f = } f | a ae wi i of . 5205 ; 
| ish ‘_ oo 
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THEARD FOOTSTEPS Sx 
N  OFF 70 OUR “fe 


THE PATROL MOVED ON AGAIN. THEY BUT ON THE FIFTH DAY OF THE MARCH, | 
CHAFFED PRIVATE LLOYD, BUT THEY — TWO MEN GAVE THE ALARM AND ONE 


WERE UNEASY—AND THEY HAD REASON | | OF THEM WAS THE STOLID CORPORAL 
TO BE... a “| [WILLIAMSON HIMSELF . 


LUMME / DON'T /Al YY FF stop, 
ae; ce | 
: “Yuh ' _— @ RIGHT. THAT 
ai i." 7S SOMEONE JAM BUSH IS STILL 
FOLLOWING [aa MOVING? 


US 


. — Lt 





WY AND KEEP TALKING. - 


YOU, CORPORAL, AND Jy 
4 


A THREE OTHERS, STAY : 
WITH ME 


WM Me 
ay, Vili i Woe 


THE PATROL TREKKED ON, TALKING LOUDLY. FO 
CROUCHED IN THE SHADOWS alae IT. ia 


V4 HECK / ‘IT’S COMING THAT'S WHAT 
4TO SOMETHING WHEN THE 
CORP STARTS HEARING / | YOU, MATES 7 WELL 
THINGS / BE bat eee 


STA 
FOLLOW UP ON THE 
» RIGHT FLANK eo. 
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SAP WAS ‘STILL GLISTENING ON THE 
FRESHLY-TORN STEM AS LIEUTENANT 
GLENN BENT TO EXAMINE IT... 


THAT SETTLES SOMEONE — BUT 
/ SOMEONE WHO P IT DOESN'T. 
MAKE SENSE!’ WHY 
WOULD A LONE JAP 
. SHADOW US FOR 
S 





WHEN THE PATROL AND ITS MYSTERIOUS 
SHADOW WERE HALF-A-MILE AHEAD, THE 
FIVE MEN SPREAD OUT 70 SEARCH. |. 


y” wove SOFTLY, VR | | 
MEN —AND KEEP 2a ng] 
YOUR EYES aim : 
SKINNED S_ 
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THAT'S WHAT | 
m WE ARE GOING TO 
FINO OUT, CORPORAL / 
YE DON’T MAKE A 
SOUND... 





SOMEWHERE, DIRECTLY AHEAD, WAS THE UNKNOWN WHO HAD BEEN DOGGING THEIR 
pe FOUR LONG DAYS «e 


7, WAG Pua igo Leo 
Se Aig mr Le ee wy Me . 

4 pee Lis é rt ve yy, 
4 Whe: LLG s Sh ya! 

Mt 4 Oe Fg ; 





KUT THE CLEARING WAS EMPTY... 





ws 


FACING THEM IN THE SHADOW OF THE JUNGLE WAS A THIN MAN_WITH A FACE AS 
NONY AS A SKULL AND THREE STRIPES ON HIS TATTERED SLEEVE... 
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THE MEN WERE SNAPPING HARSHLY AT 
EACH OTHER WHEN LIEUTENANT GLENN 
HEARD THE WHISPER OF CLOTH ON 

LEAVES BEHIND HIM... 














DON'T TALK 4 
DAFT, CANDY vas 
. +» SHADOWS 
DON'T SNAP 
BRANCHES / 





Bas mm [omg 


Fwy, / eS Ban 


I~) 
MAYBE NOT, 
CORP, BUT WHO ~§ 
IS THIS DEVIL WHOS | 
FOLLOWING US, THEN— 
AND WHERE I$ HE? 















ae 


IT'S A SERGEANT — A 
A BRITISH SERGEANT / ) 9 
IS HE REAL — OR 4S HE 

A GHOST? . 


) Se : 


HECK / YOU CAN TRUST 
US, SARGE ¥ BUT HOW DO 
YOU COME TO BE ALONE IN 

_. THE JUNGLE P 


THE THIN MAN'S VOICE WAS [eae 
® LOW AND: HARSH . 

ee oe 
ty be “2 fi 


FOR FIVE DAYS — 
KEEPING MY 
DISTANCE... 


WHO SURROUNDED HIM, IT WAS A F 


Mets. 


p>.ae \e - , , 
‘ s i apy 
~- ‘ nS as v4 
my 
aw Y \ 2 -—Y" - 
. 
f ‘ 


I WAS ON 
Mf THAT TRAIN YOU 

fy WRECKED. THE JAPS 

Pag WERE TAKING ME SOUTH. 
ylA THEY CAPTURED ME 

Yn THREE MONTHS AGO. 
MY NAME’S SPADE. 





LIEUTENANT GLENN CORRECTED THE THIN MAN WITHOUT TAKING MUCH NOTICE OF 


Pr ememmey YEAH, OF COURSE. 
: yA CHINDIT. WELL, 

I ESCAPED WHEN 

THE TRAIN BLEW, 

LOOK, IF YOU WANT 
TO INTERROGATE ME, 
® WHY NOT DO IT ON THE 

MARCH ? STANDING 

AROUND IN THE 
JUNGLE CAN BE 
DICEY... 


yp, we 
plot 





THU PATROL MOVED ON, AND THE MAN 
WHO HAD JOINED IT FROM THE DARK 
JUNGLE WENT WITH IT. 


NEXT MORNING, AS THE CHINDIT PATROL 
MARCHED ON THROUGH THE THICK 
JUNGLE, SERGEANT SPADE MADE A 












AMY SHOUD WE. 70 oy as SaaS 
GLAD TO HAVE You /), 2 HARD CASE, SERGEANT: 





SEE TO IT, 
CORPORAL. oe 






WITH US. \ aE SERGEANT 


eee + 





ie AYE, THE 
‘ ¢ LIEUTENANT'S OKAY, 
@ (4! BUT HE'S YOUNG. HE 
4, COULD DO WITH A 
. VETERAN TO HOLD 
fim HIS HAND. 










18 
IT WAS ONLY, THE FIRST OFTHE SUGGESTIONS THE THIN MAN MADE IN THE DAYS | 

D. Zee SORRY, MISTER GLENN. IT'S MY. FAULT. I THOUGHT  -¥ 
7 YOU'D KEEP US ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THE RIDGE. THE 


Bw SUN BOUNCING OFF A BACKPLATE OR A MESS TIN 
COM? CONE AVAY OUR POSITION A YZ The Me 













ge “COME ON, 
4a MEN — WHY ARE |e 
, YOU ee 


XN 
SNR eae Tg 





SERGEANT SPADE WAS A VETERAN. HE SEEMED TO NEED NO SLEEP. THOSE 
BURNING EYES IN THE BONY FACE NEVER SEEMED TO CLOSE. § 
Lt ‘w Via : OP NTL = 
ff WE MAYBE I SHOULONT ~za A 
DISTURB YOU, MISTER GLENN-\ # 
BUT A LOOKOUT IN THAT 
FORKED TREE COULD SEE 
“FIVE MILES INSTEAD OF 
8 » FIVE PACES. 





19 
DURING THE PAST FEW DAYS, THE MEN OF THE CHINDIT PATROL HAD COME TO I 
RESPECT THE ADVICE GIVEN IN THAT LOW, HOARSE VOICE . {oi _ 
ITT Tee RSME 
KEN q? | SORRY, | 
I DON’T mn Y : Aap SIR—I THOUGHT— Ya 
REMEMBER oA Be SERGEANT SPADE MAY 
GIVING ANY ORDER, : a j F De ee Py 
DUDLEY. 





YOUNG LIEUTENANT GLENN WAS UNEASILY AWARE THAT HIS HOLD ON THE MEN HAD 
SLACKENED EVER SINCE SERGEANT SPADE HAD JOINED THE PATROL . 


: OER W, A ee tae 
STAY THERE, DUDLEY. A / 4 ge k | 
IT WAS A USEFUL SUGGESTION Aer = "WN 2 
OF SERGEANT SPADES. BUT 

I'M STILL IN COMMAND OF . 

THIS PATROL, ALL RIGHT ? 
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HE MARCH, TOWARDS NOON, THE JUNG 
: ae 





at! 


’ a 
ry 4 em aeew =a 


m VILLAGE AHEAD, 
MISTER GLENN. 


THE NATIVE WHO HAD WANDERED INTO 
THE JUNGLE STOPPED DEAD SUDDENLY, 
FRIGHTENED EYES, ON THE PISTOL IN . 
‘| THE YOUNG OFFICER'S HAND... 


THE YOUNG LIEUTENANT WAS TIRED, 
HOT AND IRRITABLE. HE HAD TAKEN | 
ENOUGH SUGGESTIONS. HIS RESENTME 
BROKE THROUGH... 





ABOUT THE 
y JAPS, SERGEANT / 
& TI WASN'T BORN 
YESTERDAY’ 


THE BURMAN WAS THE HEADMAN OF THE VILLAGE. AT GLENN'S QUESTION, HE- 
BROKE INTO HOT PROTESTATIONS OF FRIENDLINESS oe. 








. 


iF j 
is Wilt 
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LEFT TO HIMSELF, LIEUTENANT GLENN MIGHT HAVE DECIDED NOT TO ENTER THE 
VILLAGE. HE KNEW THE DANGERS AS WELL AS SERGEANT SPADE DID... 
° ee Pia, see 7 


MAYBE THE SARGE “or Che , 
RIGHT. WHY DOESN'T f2 a 









OKAY, 
MISTER GLENN, \>/ - 
HAVE IT YOUR 





00 0 
TYL  We 
7 ME. MY VILLAGE 
IS_MOST SAFE 


Art HE THIN SERGEANT'S INSISTENT VOICE HAD NEEDLED THE YOUNG OFFICER 
| FOR YOU... 


UT TH 
ET FTEN. HE LED HIS wast DEFIANTLY FORWARD — INTO AN AMBUSH. 
a | ee 
a 
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lIDDEN EYES WATCHED THE CHINDITS AS THEY SHUFFLED INTO THE SILENT 
TIREET. THEY WERE ALL UNEASY, EVEN LIEUTENANT GLENN. 


THE PLACE 





SPADE, I'M IN “WY 
D OF THIS PATROL, 
REMEMBER P , 


\ 


Pe 
A 


v 
~eah 


r 
ma 


Tr NAVES 


yt 
\ (a 


SUDDENLY THE TREACHEROUS STAMMER OF THE JAPANESE MACHINE-GUN, HIDDEN ; 
THIRTY YARDS FROM THE CHINDIT PATROL, RIPPED OPEN THE HOT SILENCE. 





acts 
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[THE SERGEANT’S HARSH VOICE SWEPT THE MEN INTO THE LEE OF THE STONE 
TROUGH. THEY OBEYED HIM INSTINCTIVELY... Kade 
We \\ 





BEHIND THE WALL, 
MEN £ TWO OF YOU 
SPRAY THE HUT/ THE } 
REST, COVER THE 
FLANKS £ 


GIG STN: 
Ak YU 
WiLL EN 
Son | 


WHEN LIEUTENANT GLENN FOUND HIS 
VOICE; CORPORAL WILLIAMSON AND THE 
MEN IGNORED HIM... 


OOK, CHAPS. 
T'M SORRY ABOUT ey 


ed IR THE SARGE 
WILL GET US 
{YOU HEARD 
THE SARGE , | 
BLOKES / 


HAT DO 
WE DO NOW, 
SARGE ? 
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NiITRE WAS A THATCHED. HUT TWENTY YARDS FROM THE CROUCHING MEN ON THE _ 
OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE STREET FROM THE HIDDEN JAP MACHINE GUN. THE SERGEANT 
ails ACHED IT WITH BULLETS PECKING AT HIS HEELS. 

| Vy 


pags 
Se” 









—ae aan 


LISTEN TO ME, P WE'LL PLAY IT 
CORPORAL... SERGEANT SPADES 
WAY, SHALL WE, 





26 
THE YOUNG LIEUTENANT WATCHED IN SILENCE AS THE MEN TURNED TO 
SERGEANT SPADE. er eee 


GIVE IT > 
y/ “TWENTY SECONDS “~~ 
TILL THE SMOKE THICKENS, 
MEN. THEN WAIT FOR MY 
ORDER... 


MY 


OATH 
YOU'VE GOT | 
- SAR 


THE SMOKE 
WILL HIDE US 
FROM THE JAPS 
WHILE WE BEAT 

IT FORTHE , 
JUNGLE / 


THAT'S THE % 
GENERAL IDEA,. 
CORPORAL! WAIT 








“EGE ANT 


SPADE HAD ENGINEERED THE 


“It titel tt. CHANCE OF ESCAPE FOR THE 
CHulhoey PATROL... IT WAS HE WHO GAVE 


FIRING BLIND AT THE DIM FIGURES IN 


THE JAPS ACROSS THE STREET WERE 
THE PALL OF SMOKE... 





Nit PINAL ORDER NOW... 


THE KETO 


RUN / SHOOT 
THEM DOWN J 


iw 
WT) 
7) 
a 
O 
WT 
= 








_ 


mir ig 


e 
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NOTHING... 








WITH YOU, 


x 


f 


¢ 








D JAPANESE MACHINE GUN BURST, AND_ 


LARGE 


- (? 
i. 
x4 


ONLY ONE MAN WAS Hit BY THE LAST WIL 
IHAT MAN WAS LIEUTENANT GLENN. 
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SPADE 


SER 
YOU CAN’T LEAV 
ME 7 WHAT THE 
DEVIL woe 
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ALONE IN THE SMOKE AND THE WHIPLASH FURY OF THE BULLETS, A BITTER 
ANGER DRAGGED LIEUTENANT GLENN T ET. a 
; = ZZ sg : 





OKAY THEN 
THE JAPS AREN , 
GOING TO FINISH ME— 
MAND NEITHER ARE YOU, Ite 
SERGEANT SALE? da 


SERGEANT SPADE HAD DELIBERATELY DESERTED 
UEUTENANT GLENN WANTED TO KNOW WHY.» of 

UUGH — I'VE GOT wo 
TO KEEP GOING / I'VE 


STRIPE SKELETON () 
T eee “ 


We | 


‘ " 

My 

‘ \ 
is \ 


a 
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THE MEN HAD STOPPED FIFTY YARDS INSIDE THE JUNGLE. THEY WERE TALKING 
ANXIOUSLY ABOUT THEIR YOUNG OFFICER. BUT THERE WAS NOTHING ANXIOUS 
ABOUT THE ONE WORD SERGEANT SPADE SPOKE a 


WE'LL HAVE TO 
GO BACK FOR JHE) aa 
LIEUTENANT, / b& 


SARGE.«« io) 





BUTT UGHT 
HE WAS OKAY. HE 
WAS FOLLOWING AS 


~ 


wx : A 
ashi As: f m : 
a = = 


yr i 


ain 


IN THAT LOW, 
LIE. ee eee 


LIEVTENANT GLENN 
IS LEAD & L STOFED 
BACK THERE ANO MAPLE 
SUKE. HES LEADS THERES: 
NOTHING TOGO 


CK FOR SY 


7 
. ‘t4mar 


LIPtIEtANT GLENN'S MEN SHOOK THEIR HEADS, BUT THEY TURNED WE SERGEANT | | 
“TAD HAD TAKEN SUNS aus THEM eve 


hire ts, HE WAS 
A\ WOOD KID, THE & y 
Pwr NANT. ee 


5 A DEAD, 
a ; SARGE eoee . 


LET'S GET se 
GOING NOW. WE'VE 
GOT A LONG WAY 
TO GO, BUT ILL 

LEAD You. 





IMROUGH THE PAIN OF HIS TORN ARM, THROUGH THE FOG OF WEARINESS AND DOUBT 
IN HIS SHOCKED as LIEUTENANT "GLENN SAW THE TRUTH..~ 














--“THAT WAS WHAT 
YOU WANTED ALL ALONG, 
WASN'T IT, SERGEANT SPADE, 
FROM THE FIRST DAY YOU 
JOINED US — 70 LEAD 
MY MEN F 
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a FOR TWO DAYS, THE CHINDIT PATROL 
7 SLOGGED THROUGH THE ENDLESS 
JUNGLE AFTER ITS NEW LEADER. HE 
4|HAD BEGUN TO DRIVE THE MEN NOW... 
Lp" 





LIEUTENANT GLENN HEARD AND SAW 
THE CHANGE IN SERGEANT SPADE ».- 
yy) Uy, 

\ oS @ 
aa iyiiv i —" MAYBE , 


NW DOESN'T AGREE WITH "ey 
A THAT—HE'S IN CHARGE Y% 
‘YY NOW f 


YOU TELL ME 
TO TAKE IT EASY? 
WHEN THERE ARE: 
JAPS TO FIGHT ? 
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Hit GUNG LIEUTENANT’S WOUND WAS LESS SERIOUS THAN HE HAD THOUGHT. HE HAD 
MAU UP HIS MIND TO FOLLOW iS MEN AS SPADE HAD FOLLOWED THEM, SECRETLY, . | 


HG Oe e Wh OF” wrczver’s 


" ‘Wis | VP GOING ON IN THAT 
iy BY SB, SKULL OF SERGEANT 
: EREVER 





Ray, mn 


Was 
Anis Me ve * /\ ial 


vl 


“ON THE NEXT ONY, THE TRACK THE PATROL ia aoe EUBISEL INTO TWO. 
SERGEANT SPADE MADE A CURIOUS CHOICE . 


r THIS WAY. 
F HERE... 


ALF A MO’, ‘< ie 
SARGE — ARE You i 
SURE THAT'S. . 
7 SIGHT. © y 
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PRIVATE DUDLEY FACED THE THIN MAN UNEASILY. THE COLD EYES SUDDENLY 
TOOK FIRE «+. | ee 


_ NOTHING , SARGE— ONLY | 
BROADWAY’S DUE NORTH BY MY 
RECKONING , AND THE SUN’S ON 
OUR LEFT SHOULDER. I WAS 
JUST THINKING... 













CURTLY, SERGEANT SPADE TURNED ON Ap eee ee 
HIS HEEL. THERE WAS STEEL IN HIS 4A * 
e i Le 3 
oa ; of DON’T THINK 
. Yi? oupley. 1 ToLD you 
: WE'RE TAKING THE RIGHT 


FORK. IM eure THIS 







Ww 


InY" 





re 


ar 


on 


EY 
Ng 


we 
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| UTENANT GLENN HAD WATCHED THE INCIDENT FROM COVER. TT CONFIRMED A 
“T-PICION WHICH HAD BEEN GROWING IN HIS MIND " sy iy, . 





THE SUSPICION BLCAME A CERTAINTY 
TWO DAYS LATIR, WHEN SERGEANT | Agel Uf, 
“SPADE LED THE MEN Se FARTHER Y bul oe 
FROM THE MAIN TRACK . | YH i" V3 

Ci he Ma NOT 


BEEFING —ALL THIS 
am IRI ING . ee 


My <7 yi | | 
va! ‘hh As e uN fy 


_ THERE, war Yat 
| AMINUTE, Beg 





36 
SERGEANT SPADE SHOWED THE COMPASS GRIMLY-TO CORPORAL 
CO TEI Oe Cy EGE EEE, oS; 
VY tee 


Yy tj LG, 


Yip Z y Yy YH ffy ; Ud 7 
“iY, Yj , YY hii 
KAY, 
OR 


Wi dig yf 0 A Mig , YoY, yp Ys Nh ff YY, 1) a) 
i hy, ‘4, y CY a Ton mail My, YL <a yy toe ma 
Ol) i, 
WIM Sg 
( He / ; if HK \ | 4 3 
RH fe V4 ify ie ik ew 
LGM 


, If 
Y fe Me 
wae: 


ZR Nis ih 
Sa i) qe 


Jn 


, 


HIDDEN IN THE DARK FOLIAGE ABOVE THE TRACK, LIEUTENANT GLENN KNEW THAT 
| THE TIME HAD COME FOR ACTION. | eae a OR 
: = = ; d >; a mm : 
_ SNAP INTO G72 ig Lez 
IT, MEN. WE'VE Wg Se . "ey ‘nt 
WASTED ENOUGH } ~ We, - wi | 


>} s 


-t, 

GH 
» teh MLD 
OE EY 

ts, ° ' mies 


f) 
Att thn 
ti, an a 
GOL £5. 
as ey, Yo hp then : F 
~ ae t, ¢ ne Bieey 
Pr ILA Lg Lo, TP A 
§ SLE IAEA Ppthe 
= Get a Le a y, LG's on A 

2 XG 


. 





Ky 


Hivlt HOURS, LATER, BUT LONG AFTER DARKNESS HAD FALLEN, SERGEANT SPADE | 
(it A HALT AND THE EXHAUSTED MEN SLUMPED TO THE GROUND. 


\ ’ 
eae : hee ~ 


LAY /, | ENS 
WE'LL REST “@2/ : , 
. HERE FOR A. 
WA COUPLE OF HOURS, 
: MEN. YOU TAKE 
THE WATCH, 
CANDE 





~ "ee 


,* f- : ae 
Ay a E 





LIFUTPNANT GLUNN WAITED FOR THIRTY MINUTES » 


otha 9 i 
yo THEY'RE : 
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SILENTLY, THE YOUNG OFFICER EASED 
QUT OF THE SHADOWY JUNGLE AND____.. 
PASSED THE DOZING PRIVATE CANDERS| 


SERGEANT SPADE WAS LYING ON HIS 
SIDE, EYES CLOSED. THE COMPASS 
RESTED ON THE GRASS AN INCH FROM 
HIS RIGHT HAND. 



















AS LIEUTENANT GLENN'S FINGERS CLOSED ON THE COMPASS, PRIVATE CANDERS 
| COUGHED AND JERKED AWAKE. GLENN FROZE... 
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liu UNG PRIVATE LOOKED UP, SAW LIEUTENANT GLENN. HIS EYES WIDENED- GLENN | 
PING TOWARDS HIM, HISSING A WARNING... 
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YLENN’S HANO CLAMPED OVER THE YOUNG SOLDIER'S M 
IPOKE IN A TICE WHISTER . + 6 Br ee 
OKAY. UM GLENN AND ONY gt 
PM NO GHOEZ AND YOU'VE GOT \: 
TO UKUUG ME OF. MAYBE WE'LL 


QUTH JUST IN TIME. HE | 
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[SERGEANT SPADE HAD STIRRED UNEASILY, BUT HE DID NOT WAKE. LIEUTENANT | 
GLENN TOOK HIS HAND AWAY FROM THE YOUNG PRIVATE'S LIPS. | 
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MINUTES LATER, IN THE SHADOWS, PRIVATE CANDERS WAS STARING IN 

BEWILDERMENT INTO THE GRIM FACE OF LIEUTENANT GLENN «.e. ; 
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HE HELD SERGEANT SPADE’S COMPASS 
ALONGSIDE HIS OWN... « 


I THOUGHT SO / 
-SPADE’S COMPASS IS 


hii -OUNG OFFICER RAISED HIS HAND 
uu oOnt>NED IT... 


LOOK — SFADE’S COMPASS 7 

HE USED IT TO PERSUADE YOU 
HE WAS HEADING DUE NORTH 
FOR BROADWAY. BUT HE 

™, COULD HAVE FIXED IT, 

SO LET’S CHECK... 





















LIPUTENANT GLENN TURNED GRIMLY BACK TOWARDS WE'RE GOING TO FIND 
THe CUR AWCING .. -[ a ANSWERS TO THOSE 
“Tay wiitie's a ; 


SEALE UPTO THEN, 
“IM? WHERE HE 
<1 EADING US ;? 
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ALL WAS SILENT STILL IN THE CLEARING. THE SENTRY HAD NOT BEEN MISSED... 
| | my” SO YOU GO BACK THERE — AND PUT | 

Y SPADE’S COMPASS BACK BY HIS HAND. my 

a CARRY ON AS THOUGH NOTHING HAD 

HAPPENED” DON’T WORRY.’ I'LL BE | 

THERE WHEN SPADE jam | 
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IN THE GREY LIGHT BEFORE DAWN, SERGEANT SPADE GOT TO HIS FEET... @& 
ZG GALA ON YOUR FEE], \42 Sfp eae 
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ty WE'VE ONLY GOT TO WALK—| 
Yi Jof74 SST LIKE WE HAVE ALL THE 

VfL OTHER DAYS 7 WHAT'S SO | 
WT ABN @, SPECIAL ABOUT TODAY P 
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bVtN TIE MEN NOTICED THE DIFFERENCE IN THE SERGEANT AS THEY MOVED OFF 
rina) THE J - je SBIR \ 
Wy” YOU'LL FIND: Opes, | SN 

In | at ae NaS YT. DUNNO, CORP. S 

I | SLIP YOUR SAFETY JK WS byeeey 1D THINK 
1, pp CATCHES OFF. « ll « HIS EYES, YO 










, HE WAS SPOILING FOR 
a. A FIGHT «ee 








HA f ANT SLENN SHADOWED THE CHINDIT PATROL FROM THE DARKNESS OF THE 
NL ON 114 FLANK. SUDDENLY, SERGEANT SPADE HALTED... : 
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SERGEANT SPADE 


THE DAWN LIGHT SHOWED A BROAD AND ROUGH*PAVED ROAD CURVI 





IF WE'VE GOT he Te 
TO CROSS IT, SARGE, Aaty 
WE'D BETTER: MAKE 
OUR RUN AFTER 
Mm THIS TRUCK'S 
D> PASSED. 
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CORPORAL WILLIAMSON'S VOICE WAS 
SHARP SERGEANT SPADE'S MIND 
SEEMED FAR AWAY. | 


YY WHAT'S UP WITH “eae 
f THE SARGEP HE * ee COME 
LOOKED AS THOUGH J ON, SARGE/ ‘ 
HE WAS SEEING AI I THOUGHT YOU | 
GHOSTS 7 gM WERE LEADING 4 
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[it UIENANT GLENN WATCHED FROM THE COVER OF THE TREES. HE. KNEW NOW THAT 
vind NS Sn = ANSWERED VERY. SOON °WSPADE’S NOT FOLLOWING 


a T’M LEADING Wake 
YOU—YEAH— fi 
Ri LEADING Jn 
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rye tee HAD PUSHEO ON INTO THE JUNGLE. BUT THEY HAD GONE ONLY FIFTY 
YAROS PROM Tir HOAD a ae TO A DEAD STOP. ; 
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eae pete hes SAKE— 


JUNGLE MIST ¢ «’ 


ay 
5 
iv 
U 
n 
2) 
4 
et 


FIFTY YARDS AHEAD, 
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Me WHO THE BLAZES 
A 1S THAT WITH 


THE MEN WHEELED AROUND AT 


‘THROUGH THE TREES ... 
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li LITTLE CLEARING WAS A ROUGH GRAVEYARD. SERGEANT SPADE WAS 
reine LING ed! iuteed A SLIM YOUNG ca Sa WAS STEN OVER HIM... 


BE eS oe: 
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YES, BLOKES— 
LIEUTENANT 
GLENNT” HE'S All 
HE'S BEEN FOLLOWING 


US TO SEE WHAT GIVES 
WITH SERGEANT ff 
SPADE. ae eo fe 


ee ix PAA 


MP RGB AN a a) tv iL AZO WITH FANATICAL GRIEF. 
7 I SWORE I'D COME BACK, MAJOR/. 
















(a “te feta WHEN I DUG THESE GRAVES FOR | 
“MAJOR NE coe onc with MEN AND GUNS | 
pis Y SAR PSON TO GET MY REVENGE ON THE 
NINETY TWO OF Hig fasn YELLOW DEVILS WHO STARVED Us | 
ort nd, ONEENJACKETE ois AND KILLED US J Ve GOT 
ORD AS PRISONERS WHILE BUIL pune ss THE MEN A. 
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LIEUTENANT GLENN 
R TO HIS QUESTIONS... 


AT LONG LAS 
HAD AN ANSW 











SERGEANT SPADE LOOKEO FIERCELY 
AT THE YOUNG OFFICER, BUT HE 
SEEMED NOT TO RECOGNISE HIM. 


YEAH, THAT'S 

WHAT I WANTED a 
THEM FOR— TO 
KILL. JAPS J TO 
KILL THE YELLOW 
DEVILS LIKE THEY 
KILLED My OWN 
MEN J. 











FOR THREE YEARS 
T SUFFERED IN THAT 
JAP PRISON CAMP. I WATCHED 
MY MEN DYING LIKE ANIMALS ; 


WHILE: THOSE YELLOW DEVILS | 
STOOD BY AND GRINNED... ‘4 


AND NOW I'VE 
COME BACK TO GET 
MY REVENGE / I'VE 
LED YOU BACK WITH 

ME — AND WE'RE 

GOING TO KILL THE / 

— JAPS TOGETHER 4 





THE MEN FELL BACK AS SERGEANT SPADE SNATCHED THE YOUNG PRIVATE’S 
TOMMY GU a 
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RGEANT SPADES EYES ___ 
AZED WITH A FIRE THAT HAD BEEN 
SMOULDERING FOR THREE LONG, BITTER 
YEARS AND HAD AT LAST BURST INTO 
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LIEUTENANT GLENN CHECKED HIS MEN 
QUIETLY AS THE GAUNT FIGURE RAN 


See ova 
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HE SAW tn wu outin iets WIeLTHING IN THE GATEWAY AS HIS FIRST BURST CUT 
THEM Duwi | I 
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TO HEAR YOU” 
SCREAM, AS THEY 
SCREAMED ON THAT 

DEATH-ROAD YQU 

MADE US BUILD. 
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HE SAW ACROSS THE COMPOUND A GROUP. OF JAP SOLDIERS JERKING ON HIS 
BULLETS LIKE MARIONETTES ON A STRING. 
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You TORTURED 
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HE SAW TWO JAPS LOOMING AHEAD 
OF HIM AT THE CORNER OF THE HUT, 
Lee renal UNDER THE BUTT OF 
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HE SW RR ort I THE DOORWAY OF THE HUT AS HE ROUNDED Ae AND - 
SWUN; Hr ront Gun On my M ef - deiaasccpaaaee su 
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BUT 
macey I'VE COME BACK, 
mmm CURSE YOUS YOU'RE 
amines NOT GOING TO STOP 
Pies ME NOW. oe 
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be EN ANE EEG ane ae aa DOOR TO THE OFFICE AS HE KICKED IT SAVAGELY 
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WITH A BULLET IN 
HIS HEART. 
BECAUSE... 
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E SAW, WITH A LAST TERRIBLE SPASM OF HATRED, THE FAT FACE OF THE CAMP. 
COMMANDANT QUIVERING WITH FEAR LIKE A CANDLE FLAME IN A ORAUGHT. eas 
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I'M GOING 
TO KILL YOU WITH MY 
BARE HANDS. COMMANDANT 
DEVIL—I’M GOING TO WRING 
MY REVENGE OUT OF YOu— 
AND THEN I'M. 
- FINISHED 7 
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A SINGLE HIGH CRY ECHOED ACROSS THE CAMP AND THE CLEARING. WHE 
HAD DIED AWAY, 
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THE GATE IN THE RAGGED BARBED WIRE FENCE OF THE PRISON CAMP WAS LYING 
OPEN ON RUSTED HINGES . 


way BUT I DON'T UNDERSTAND, SIR. Re ee ry 
B SPADE WAS BLAZING AWAY AT P= «os aaa 
THIS CAMP AS THOUGH THE Se Het 
JAPS WERE STILL HERE— 
ANO ET oo. fra 





EMPTY, DESERTED FF 
FOR MONTHS. 27 8 


THERE WERE WEEDS IN THE COMPOUND WHERE NO BOOT HAD TRODDEN | 


HE SPENT THREE HORRIFYING YEARS" 

IN THIS JAP P.0.W. CAMP, WATCHING 

oem HIS MEN DIE. THEN HE WAS SHIFTED. 

NS Ws, \ OUT.’ WHEN WE BLEW THE TRAIN THE 

~ SIX JAPS WERE TRANSPORTING HIM ON— 
HE ESCAPED... 
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THERE WERE GAPING HOLES IN THE ROOF OF THE LONG-DIS 
ONCE HOUSED THE CAMP COMMANDANT. __- 


P 6WHEN HE FIRST JOINED US, “ 

HE SAID HE'D BEEN A COMMANDO, 
REMEMBER ? I OUGHT TO HAVE 
REALISED THEN THAT HE’D BEEN 
TAKEN PRISONER THREE YEARS Apa 





Y, DERELICT OFFICE OF THE JAPANESE COMMANDANT 
SPRAWLED ACROSS THE DUSTY DESK. 


AND IN THE EMPT 
| SPADE WAS LYING 


7 





——. 


WELL, 
'_ SERGEANT SPADE 
DION’T NEED US, POOR 


Be a 
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Le Ab 4 4 fi LY, ii 
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| THERE Was A TATTERED ‘PHOTOGRAPH OF THE 

JAPANESE CAMP COMMANDANT IN HIS HANDS. 

IT HAD PROBABLY BEEN LEFT ON THE DESK IN 

THE EMPTY ROOM WHEN THE JAPANESE LEFT 

THE CAMP. THE PHOTOGRAPH WAS CRUSHED 
GID FINGERS... 
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HE DROVE HIMSELF 


TOO HARD TO GET HIS REVENGE. 
_WHEN IT CAME TO IT, HIS HEART 
COULD NOT BEAR THE ' 

STRAIN / 





STANDIN G ORDERS 


ZELZIIILE- vee i LE OI peso ELLIE: 


A SERGEANT ae > CUF F WAS 

A MIO-UPPER GUNNER IN _A 
LANCASTER BOMBER. AS AIR- 
CREW HE apnea HiS LIFE WAS 
LIKELY TO BE SHORT. HE 
MEANT IT TO BE A MERRY ONE... 
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WHAT DOES HOPKINS | —_ 
WANT 7 IF HE | = 
_( MAKES ME LATE../ J——. 
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THOPKING WAG THE BASES PHYSICAL TRAINING INSTRUCTOR, 
ANO HE TOOK HIS DUTIES VERY SERIOUSLY. HE WAS ALSO’ 
THE SWORN ENEMY OF SERGEANT ARNOLD CUFF... 


DON’? T BE TOO LATE BACK TONIGHT, 
SERGEANT CUFF. THERE’S A THREE 
| MILE FUN FOR co IN: THE 

























IS THERE. 7 
OH. DON’T YOU 
WORRY ABOUT 
ME, SERGEANT 

HOPKINS f 





THE LAST THING ARNOLD COFFE 
WAS THINKING ABOUT THAT 
i|NIGHT WAS A THREE MILE RUN... 
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4 AS USUAL IT- WAS DAWN E 
| WHEN HE GOT BACK.. 


I MUST HAVE GEEN 

DAFT TO HAVE.LEFT 

IT THIS LATE abe 
BACK TO GASE.. 
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YOU’ RE REFUSING AN 
ORDER / PLL ’AVE 


HE HAD ONLY CLIMBED 
INTO BED WHEN THE DOOR | — 
| BURST OPEN... You UP BEFORE THE 















, WAKEY.“ WING- COMMANDEF? 
Sy WAKEY.’ IT’S TIME) | For THIS / 
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PUSH OFF; 
HOPKINS.’ YOU CAN’T 
{GIVE ME ORDERS, I'M THE 
SAME. FPANK AS YOU. 

ANYWAY, L WOULDON’T MINO 
| BEING CONFINED TO 
bh BARRACKS TONIGHT, I’M 4 
ON OPS. ; 








GO AWAY, __ 
HOPKINS / CAN’T You 
#4 SEE WHEN A MAN’S TOO 

A TIRED? I HOPE YOU 
>, ENJOY YOURSELVES! & 


























: WANAARE CEU BEET GU ONE 8 1s Se oe AG zy ALLEL SS 
AFTER ALONG SLEEP, AND ALYY Gog Jn 
LEISURELY LUNCH, CUFF WAS I2Y ZZ Lng earn 
READY FOR TAKE OFF THAT UPd Vl! LEE: 

NIGHT FOR THE FUHR... 
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THE VAST FORMATION OF 


BOMBERS ACE? ACROSS | & 


FREANCE .. 


HOPKINS  “*€ 
NEARLY BLEW A 


| TURNED UP FoR 
THAT FZEUN. HE’LL 


a THEY DROPPED THEI 

2 BOMBS AND WERE Ff 
TURNING FOR HOME 
WHEN T THE FLAK HIT 


mM TARGET =i 


oy ON SCHEDULE .. 


CRIKEY/ 
THAT WAS A 
CLOSE ONE / 





IT WAS NOT UNTIL. THE FRENCH COAST CAME. WITHIt 

PTHAT THEY REALISED THEY HAD BEEN DAMAGED... aed 
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MUST HAVE 
my HOLED THE FUEL. 
TANKS. WE HAVEN’T 
a ENOUGH JUICE TO 
GET BACK. WE’LL 
HAVE TO DITCH. 


WITHIN SECONDS THEY 
WERE aaa IN THE f Pe 2 


OUR POSITION BEFORE WE eed 

DITCHED. THE Al@ SEA _, aan 

RESCUE BOYS SHOULD BE 2 
HERE SOO 


ONE THING’S | 
FOR SURE , OLD 
HOPKINS WON? T 
BE MOANING AT ME 


For A NICE REST | 
IN HOSPITAL../ 2 





WHEN AN AIRCRAPT DITCHED IN THE SEA, ETS by, Up: 
ITS CREW WERE TAKEN TO HOSPIT ” hee oi Hj 7 
WHERE THEY WERE KEPT UNDER ims ia hh’ hi 
OBSERVATION FOR A FEW DAYS... aK +4 
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SUT THINGS WERE NOT TO } 
THAT EASY FOR SERGEANT CUFF... 


? eco 


PROBLEMS 7 
FEELING Fit? 












66 


ARNOLD CUFF COULD Not]: 
BELIEVE HIS EARS. .. - 
DISOBE Yt 






WHEN HE GOT BACK, CUFF WAS 
SENT STRAIGHT TO THE C.O. 

| AFTER A SEVERE REPRIMAND 
AND THE LOSS OF HIS TWO | 
WEEKS’ SURVIVOR’S LEAVE HE 
WAS DISMISSED... - - _ 
-S.HG 7 























[I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE THINKIN’, 
CUFF. WE AGE THE: SAME RANK. \y 
BUT IT WASN’T MY ORDER. IT | 
WAS THE WINGCO’S. YOU REALLY 
OUGHT TO-READ STANDING 
ORDERS. SAVE YOUALOT , 
TROUBLE / 
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